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 Each of the Style Works XT Universal tools can be individually downloaded from our website (see the links at the bottom of the page).A couple of months ago I posted a slide from a presentation given by Ed Fowler titled “Shrinkage due to compression”, which is a great quick reminder of what data are. One can always make a really bad mistake in designing a data store; an example of which is
storing lots of numbers as strings. Or one can make a really great mistake which causes other problems and then never get around to fixing it. Storing numbers as strings requires truncation of numbers under a certain length, such as numbers that are too big to fit within the system’s storage constraints. But this is a problem that never occurs in a well designed data store and it is something that people

who haven’t thought about it before tend to assume is simply a matter of storing numbers as strings. It is an incredibly bad idea. Doing it this way, the number “1,000” would be stored as “1,000”. This would be absolutely fine if the numbers were all below 1,000. But suppose the number is actually 1,057. Then you’d be storing 1,057 as “1,057”. This is the problem with storing numbers as strings. It has
the potential to cause a lot of trouble in the following ways: If it is a small number, such as a phone number, or some other number that’s easily remembered, then you have the problem that it will be stored as the string that it is. It is then very easy to make the mistake of sending that string to the wrong number. The number might have different formatting or it could be transliterated or encoded

differently. Or it might be rejected entirely and treated as junk. If it is a large number, it becomes even easier to make the mistake of sending it to the wrong number. This is because you’re going to have a really hard time remembering that there are 7, 8, 9, or 11 digits in a phone number. If you read the number as a string, then you’ll probably get it completely wrong. If you read it as a number, well,
we’ve already run into the problem that stringifying numbers causes problems. All of this is easier to see when you consider how numbers are stored in computer 82157476af
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